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The summer season official-
ly began in the Flatbush Jew-
ish community with the much
anticipated Independence Day
Hakhel Yarchei Kallah pro-
gram at the Agudath Israel of
Madison that annually attracts
hundreds of men and women
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Last week’s Hakhel Yarchei
Kallah extravaganza ran from
9 A.M. - 2 PM. with the addi-
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Torah legends that lived in Poland and the
mesiras nefesh of the Jews who suffered in
the Holocaust - to ensure that they carry
on this legacy. The overwhelming enthusi-
asm for what they experienced promises to
be the impetus for other high school Me-
sorah Trips in the future.

At each juncture, starting from the
Noizik shul in Warsaw until their final
experience at the kevorim of the Ramah
and the Tosafos Yom Tov in Krakow, the
boys were fascinated and inspired by the
insights and inspirational stories of Rabbi
Krohn, by the history taught by Rabbi Nis-
sel, and the moving and stirring singing
of Reb Abish Brodt. In a sense, this was
a dream team that made the experience a
success beyond anyone’s expectations.

“I wanted the boys to connect in a per-
sonal way with the brilliance of Rav Meir
Shapiro in the Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva
in Lublin, the exultant spirit of the Rebbe
Reb Elimelech in Lizensk, and the vast
Torah accomplishments of the Ramah in
Krakow,” said Rabbi Avrohom Kaufman,
executive director of Project Mesorah. “In
addition, we wanted the boys to relate to
the tragedies and travails of many of their
ancestors who went through the horrors of
the Holocaust. They should have an ap-
preciation of the sacrifices that Jews made

Traveling with the Maggid
Many Flatbush Bochurim Join Historic Trip with Project Mesorah

in the past, so they can be prepared and
committed to their vital role as leaders in
Klal Yisroel in the future.”

Who on the trip will ever forget the
powerful story Rabbi Krohn told about
Rav Elchonon Wasserman, as the boys
gathered in Majdonek? Who will ever
forget the Shema Yisroel that they cried
out moments afterwards? Who will ever
forget the piercing, weeping voice of Reb
Abish Brodt as he sang a niggun pleading
with Hashem to see how Jews have suf-
fered through the generations? Who will
ever forget Rabbi Nissel’s stories in the bar-
racks about birchas kohanim under the dir-
est circumstances?

Indeed, the boys appear to have gotten
the message: “This trip definitely changed
me,” said Shmuel Frankel, “I felt like I con-
nected to history” Daniel Rubenstein
commented, “This trip taught me to ‘think
twice’ and now I have a whole new appre-
ciation for everything that I have” “It was
amazingly inspirational,” said Efraim Ben-
scher, “I was particularly moved when we
walked out of Auschwitz singing” Anoth-
er boy, Avi Einhorn, also spoke about the
concentration camps: “It was a very pow-
erful experience for me when were walk-
ing down the tracks in Auschwitz/Birke-
nau” And Daniel Schulman noted, “Iwas
happy to come on this trip because I feel
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that seeing these things
when were younger
makes a greater impact
and stays forever””

The boys danced in
Ger, cried in Auschwitz
and learned mishnayos
(complete with a siyum)
in Yeshivas Chachmei
Lublin. They were also
presented with a special
welcoming video to Lu-
blin given by Agudath Israel of America’s
Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zweibel, who shared
with them the history of the Daf Yomi and
Siyum Hashas. They davened kVvasikin in
the Rama’s shul in Krakow, and learned
about the Bach, the Chidushei HaRim and
Rav Chaim Soloveitchik. They visited the
kever of Sarah Schneirer, and the factory
of Oskar Schindler, who saved many Jews
from the Nazis by providing them with
jobs. They listened to stories as they stood
alongside the Warsaw Ghetto wall, and as
they visited Birkenau.

Scholarships were made available
through private donors, and the Project
Mesorah office received calls from across
the US and Europe from people eagerly
wanting to participate. Among them was
Reb Eli Merenstein of Camp Emes in Je-
rusalem who decided to bring his camp
on The Mesorah Trip on their way to Eretz
Yisroel. “We thought it is so important to
give the boys a true educational experience
of where we came from, to have a full ap-
preciation of where we are today and to
prepare for the future. The Mesorah Trip
and the Project Mesorah staff exceeded
our expectations”, said Merenstein.

One of the most touching scenes on the
trip occurred Friday night, just before kid-
dush. Rabbi Krohn offered to give a bro-
cha to any boy who wanted one. Almost
at once, all 57 boys lined up to receive his
brocha and warm embrace. As he put his
hand on the head of each young man and
blessed him, Rabbi Krohn said something
individually special to each of the teenag-
ers. Afterward, a number of them came to
Rabbi Kaufman and, regarding their per-
sonal encounter with Rabbi Krohn, com-
mented “He really knows me and likes me.
He made me feel special” That small event
summarized the essence of what the trip
was all about; bonding with history and
with fellow members of Klal Yisroel. There
were boys from Toronto, Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, Jerusalem, Boston, and, of course,
New York.

Every Yeshiva high school boy should
have this opportunity. Project Mesorah’s
goal is to make that a reality.

Project Mesorah is a 501(c)3 tax exempt organiza-
tion committed to connecting Jewish students to their
heritage through a variety of unique programs. To con-
tact Project Mesorah about future trips, programs and
sponsorship opportunities, please call 845-642-3819 or
email: office@projectmesorah.org.
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Yeshiva bochurim dancing outside Yeshiva Chamei Lublin

R' Avrohom Moshe Kaufman learning Mishnayos
with Yitzchok Ehrlich
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